
290 Cycle· of Christmas.

The Great ·Antiphons.
The Great Antiphons for the Magnificat begin on December I7. They

are sung right through both before and after the Canticle, the Choir standing.
The last is sung on the day before Christmas Eve. If a Feast· accurs, the
Great Antiphon forms the Commemoration of Advent.
These seven Antiphons all begin with 0, They proclaim in turn the

noblest titles of the Messias: Wisdom of God, Leader of the house of
of Israel, Root of Jesse, etc. They are the Church's final appeals to its
Redeemer.

December 17.
-+ 0 Wisdom, who artAnt. II D ----- come out of the mouth

O •. H - of the most High,
reaching from end to

Sa-pi- enti- a, * quae ex end mightily, ordering
all things sweetly;. co-
me and teach us the
way of prudence.
Eccles. 24, 5"Wisd. B,r.
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ore Altlssimi prodlsti, attingens
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a fine usque ad finem, forti- ter Sll- avi-ter dispo----------I----t--.----+---.-:-.--.-----------... -"'-1•...-nensque a: veni ad docendum nos vi- am

L.: rd·' r ! c-.-!l
prudenti-ae. Cant. Magni- ficat * anima me- a Dominulu.r --- -:_
Et exsultavit... Cant. Magnificat, solemn tone. II D. p. 219.

yr. Heavens, drop down from above,
and let the clouds" rain down the
Just One.
R7. Let the earth open and bud

forth the Saviour.
RJ. Aperhitur terra, et germi-

net Salvatorem.

If this Antiphon is said as Commemoration for Advent, it is followed by
the Versicle:
,. Rorate caeli desuper, et

nubes pluant justuln.
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o Adonai, and Lea-
der of the house of
Israel,whodidst appear
to Moses in a flame of
fire in the bush, and in
Sinai didst give the
Law; come and redeem
us with a mighty arm.
Exod:.3, 2 ancl2o, I.

December 18.

Ant. lID j.-- ... '.. --: .+. ..... i.o *
----.--.--.---.----.-t----··--=+.. r".--,I.. -- .• -.--.j______ _·_..1 1_

mus Isra- el, qui M6-y-si in igne
b •--------+-----.----=11--.-.----.-.------.-----if------.--.---..-...--.. -... .. ' I •. •
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flammae rubi apparu-i-sti, et e.. i in Sina 1e-
+. .,a. .... -I ---=-

-' .... Et---ft __ t-__
gem dedi-sti: veni ad red-imendumnos in bra-

· -=-...
·chi- a . extenta. E u aua e.

o Root of Jesse, who
standest for an ensign
of the people, at whom
kings shall shut their
mouths, whom theGen-
tiles shall beseech;
come and set us free,
delay no longer. Is. II,
IO; 52, IS.

December 19.

Ant. II J) =--= + ..•.•.. ---I..
O - •.-

ra-dix Jesse, * qui stas
;c-==--=Z-=--=---=-t--==: -"1--.-.- I· . I------------------"j-

in signum popu-lorum, super quem. ---.--.------------. --1--.----.--.---+-i!-.--. r-0

_;--.--.-1-.-=--.--.-.-.------t .. --.--.-.,.11 _ ,

---------------------------------
continebunt reges os su- urn, quem gentes depre-ca-bun-

;a ·=l-- -.-- I' .•..•..
tur : veni ad Ii-berandum nos"· jam no-Ii tarda-re.

- •. .... . .•....
E u 0 u a e. Cant. Magnificat, solemn tone. II D. p. 219.
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December 20.

Ant. II D -;: of=::- __,

A chi-vis David, * et sce-
-- '-t--
_._-!. _._l.--
ptrum d6mus Isra-el: qui ape-ris, et
-------. ... -t-·.t • __

I _ t. '---_._------------

o Key of David, and
Sceptre of the house of
Israel; who openest
and none shutteth; who
shuttest, and none doth
open; come and bring
out the captive fronl
the prison-house, that
sitteth in darkness and
the shadow of death.
Is. 22,22; Ps. Io6, IO "
Luke I, 79.

nemo c1audit, claudis, et nelnO

o Dayspring, Splen-
dour of the eternal
Light, and Sun of Ju-
stice; come and enligh-
ten them that sit in
darkness and the shad-
ow of death. Zach. 3,
8; 6, I2; Mal. 4, 2,'
Ps. Io6, IO.

t- '.-===--2----__-i-----_ ;h __ ; .e
ape- rit: veni, et educ vinctum de clamo carce-

-1--- _a_--i-'-----,- _.--.. ---------- -__•. !->-'!-------.L .--fa.-I- .. !.... :=.. -
ris, sedentem in te-nebris et umbra mar-tis.

-1-11-.-=;41 ,. ., - ,... . =====
E U 0 u a e. Cant. Magnificat, as on p. 290.

December 21.

Ant. II D ---:-----t-------

O -I - • .•
0- ri-ens, * splendor hl-

b •
-G-=--- . --=t--=::-i-. ---
cis aeternae, et sol justf-ti- ae :

;C-. -+== I .. t=!=r----w
veni, et illumi- na sedentes in te-nebris et urn-
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oG-..i •• r ;;- .=11==- -===-- .__ .-=tJ=-==-. ====
bra mor-tis. E U 0 U a e.

December 22.

Ant. II D:i-=--=-==-_·f .' ==- .0 King the .na-
hons and· theIr DesIre;

O 1. . the Corner-stone, that

R ,. * d · makest both (bothex genb-um, et. e-Sl- Jews and Gentiles) one;

-I f.--------.-- I ]
--.-1--::--1-1-.. of the slimecf .the
--------------- ----------- earth. Agg. 2,8; Ephes.
dera-tus e-arum, laplsque angu-Ia- 2,20 and I4; Gen. 2, 7.

· "J. -
£= -

ris, qui facis utraque unum: veni, et salva h6-

••E---.... --a. -.- .- ,--•• I I I .------ ----
minem, quem de Hmo forma-sti. E u 0' u a e.

o Emmanuel, our
King and Lawgiver,
Hope of the nations
andtheir Savjour; come
and save us, 0 Lord
our God. Is. 7, I4;
33,22.

December 23.

Ant. II D ----:;--.---.--t---.

o Emma-nu-el, <10 Rex et

;c -=' .=--:-- =-1- __ '..

legi-fer noster, exspecta-ti- 0 gen-
--. ------ 3 I

.__ • I -!--II- =-,-, I---=---i====-+=====_' I

ti- urn, et Salvator e- arum: veni ad salvandum

-1-_1 ---- -R---
•• __:
nos Domine De- us no-ster. E u 0 u a e.


